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Photographically reproduced typeface conference 
proceedings eem to be flooding the book market 
these days. Is the appearance of yet another expen- 
sive limited edition going to benefit our financially 
stressed University libraries? This one may just be 
worth thinking about. It is the proceedings of the 
fifth symposium on Prenatal Development held in 
Berlin in May, 1981. The editors, Neubert and 
Merker, are clearly experts in the field of organ 
culture and teratology and have put together a 
balanced and useful collection of papers. The 
volume contains some 44 papers, a brief glossary 
(that makes a change), an extensive index and a 
useful appendix which gives the technical details of 
various culture methods. The papers themselves 
are brief, with about 4 or 5 pages of text, fairly ex- 
tensive reference lists in most cases and the line 
drawings and photographs are clearly reproduced. 
The good thing about the book is that the papers 
are short and experimentally based rather than 
reviews. Although this makes the volume difficult 
to read as a coherent text, the book is a worthy 
technical Aladdin’s cave. The value of the subject 
matter has to be a matter of personal choice. The 
theme of nearly all the papers is the use of in vitro 
embryo, organ or tissue cultures as assay systems 
for teratogens. A few papers demonstrate the use 
of such culture systems in studying specific normal 
morphogenetic mechanisms uch as tissue induc- 
tion and cell movement, but this is not a volume to 
be examined by pure developmental biologists. 
The reason for this is evident from the results of 
the culture of various organs which are discussed 
in the volume. Those of us who deal with in vivo 
systems may one day use organ cultures but, as one 
of the authors states, ‘ We look forward to using it 
ourselves, once the pioneers have done all the hard 
work, and solved the technical problems’. In terms 
of morphology, there is clearly some hard work 
still to be done. As assays for teratogens, there can 
be little doubt that the techniques described in the 
volume are invaluable. If this is your interest, this 
could be an excellent book for you. 
N. Holder 
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